
A Message from the Board of Elders: 
Since we began looking for a senior pastor in 
March, we’ve received over 100 applications for 
the position. We’ve interviewed 15 candidates 
during 35 separate interviews, and we have 
invited three candidates to Pierre for on-site 
visits. Throughout the process our primary 
focus has been two-fold: 

•Can the candidate preach in a way that is 
true to Scripture, while being clear and 
compelling?
•Does he have the required character traits 
outlined in 1 Timothy 3 and are those traits 
obvious to us and to those who know him?

It is with joy and thankfulness to God, we would 
like to introduce you to Chance Sumner, the 
man whom God has unanimously led our team 
to recommend to you to be the next senior 
pastor of Community Bible Church. Through 
our interviews with him and our conversations 
with his references, we believe that Chance 
has the giftings, skills, and heart to shepherd 
our flock. 

Chance is a compelling and engaging teacher 
and preacher of God’s Word. As we spoke with 
Chance’s references, we found that he is a man 
of integrity who models what he preaches from 
the pulpit in his home. We also heard that 
Chance is a hard worker who has a passion for 
the lost as well as a humble and teachable 
spirit. 

Chance is currently completing a PhD in 
Theological Studies from Dallas Theological 
Seminary (DTS) and holds a Master of 
Theology in New Testament from DTS. He 
currently is a pastoral resident at Scofield 
Church in Dallas. For the past eight years, he 
has served in a variety of ministries and is in 
the preaching rotation at Scofield. Chance and 
his wife Kathryn have three children, ages 5, 3, 
and 2.

We are very excited for you to meet the 
Sumner family and welcome them to CBC and 
to Pierre. Please feel free to contact any of us if 
you would like to learn more. 
—Your CBC Elder Team

A Message 
from Chance:  
There is much that 
excites me about 
this opportunity in 
Pierre with CBC. 
First is the church’s 
“energy.” I have 
been blown away 
by the amount of 

activities that occur 
throughout the week at CBC. From the 
numerous men’s and women’s Bible studies, to 
AWANA, to the different youth functions, to the 
various functions available for young mothers, 
CBC seems to be alive and well. This is exactly 
the type of church where I want to pastor. I 
want to be energized by what God is doing at 
CBC and, too, want to be a conduit for God’s 
continual power in and through CBC.

Second is 
CBC’s 
philosophy of 
ministry. 
Throughout 
this interview 
process, the 
elders and I 
have had 
numerous discussions regarding this topic. For 
a successful transition at CBC, it is imperative 
that the new pastor and the church share a 
common view of ministry. By God’s grace, my 
own philosophy of ministry and CBC’s fit 
perfectly. I love the doctrine and the view of the 
Christian life that you champion here at CBC. I 
wholeheartedly support it and want to help the 
church better understand and apply these great 
truths.

Finally, the community of Pierre excites me. My 
ideal living situation is one that has a “small 
town” feel but is also forward looking. Pierre 
seems to have both of these. The 
professionalism that permeates the city (due to 
the reality that Pierre is the capital of South 
Dakota) combined with its size makes Pierre 
the type of community where I want to minister. 
—Chance Sumner, Senior Pastor Candidate  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Chance’s Testimony: 
Although I was raised in a Christian home, I believe I had a false conversion experience at the 
age of 7. I was baptized then. In high school, I began living like a heathen. I knew I was a 
heathen and was convicted throughout my adolescent years of my sin. Things changed for me 
during the summer between my senior year of high school and my freshman year of college. 
That summer at an evangelism camp I experienced the saving grace of God for the first time. 
After one of the nightly revivals, I knelt down beside my bed and told God that I “wanted to be 
a man of God.” At the time, I didn’t realize the magnitude of the moment. I simply knew that my 
life was headed in the wrong direction and that I needed Christ to reorient it. It was in that 
moment that I was regenerated. Since then, my life has never 
been the same. God has continued to transform me into the 
image of His Son. 

Kathryn’s Take on the Sumners:  
Chance (31) is a hard-working, outgoing introvert, who loves to 
read, hang out at home, exercise, and (of course!) drink coffee. 
He is a selfless servant who desires to teach others to love God 
deeply. I (Kathryn, 29) am a “people person,” who loves talking, 
drinking lots of coffee, running, and making healthy food. I 
deeply love Christ, my family, and the local church. Hudson 
(almost 6) is a high-energy, on-the-go, Lego-loving boy, with a 
tender heart and sharp mind. He loves to read and spend time 
with his Daddy. Aubrey (almost 4) is a sweet-spirited, 
affectionate (though sassy) little girl who loves her baby doll, 
Stella, and all things having to do with people. Ethan (2) is a 
precious, sweet, talkative little mama’s boy. He’s also very good 
at making dinosaur, truck, and super hero noises. Right now, he 
is his bigger brother’s shadow.


Quotes from Chance’s References: 

“What you see is what you get.  He’s a man of integrity. He’s honest.  He has a high reverence 
for the Word. He’s a family man. He models in the home what he preaches and teaches. He has 
a passion for evangelism… He always has a heart for the lost and to preach the gospel, to tell 
people the good news. I’ve watched him do it time and time again.”  
	 —Josh Sharp; Lead Pastor, Life Point Church


“He is what you would call a heavyweight. He’s a thinker. He can get in that pulpit and preach 
there is no question about that…He has a heart for outreach…His preaching has a unique 
theological quality. Not only is he able to clearly exposit passages of scripture, he is able to 
explain them in light of the overall theological ideas of the Bible, which is not something all that 
typical these days.” 
	 —Jeff Van Goethem; Senior Pastor, Scofield Church


“If the head pastor position opened up at our church, Chance would be the first name on the 
list that I would recommend to fill that slot…He listens very well, he’s got good interpersonal 
communication skills… He will tell me the truth in a very good way. I understand that he values 
honesty and integrity and that means a lot to me…He has very good clarity about the way a 
church should function and should operate and I think he would bring a real sense of unity in 
the united mission and vision of a church that is grounded in the authority of Scripture.” 
	 —Mike Davies; Elder, Scofield Church 
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Chance’s Philosophy of Ministry 
Concerning the Role of Senior 
Pastor:

My understanding of ministry, along 
with everything else in life, begins and 
ends with God. He is the creator of all 
things, and his glory is the purpose 
for which all things exist. My chief 
priority in ministry, then, is to glorify 
God. God has chosen to glorify His 
name in the local church through a 
number of different means. I will 
mention three. 


First, God has given to the church, 
specifically to the main teaching pastor, the responsibility of preaching the Word of God. In my 
view of ministry, the Sunday morning sermon is the most important “thing” a church does. To 
gather together as a church, to listen, and to respond to God’s Word is essential. It is from the 
Word of God that we know who we are and what we ought to do with our lives. Pulpit ministry 
must be centerpiece of everything a church does. Closely connected to the preaching of the 
gospel is the pastor’s responsibility to uphold the two sacraments that have been given to the 
church—baptism and the Lord’s Supper. These two, along with the sermon, form the main 
ways a pastor preaches the gospel. 


Second, I view discipleship as an essential aspect of the pastor’s ministry. For the Senior 
Pastor, I believe that he disciples his church in two ways. The first way is through preaching the 
Word. From the pulpit, it is the pastor’s job to disciple his people, that is, to “to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12). The second way is 
through intentional relationships. Pastors are called to pour into the elders, deacons, staff, and 
church members through encouragement, exhortation, and prayer. The pastor ought to live his 
life before his church in such an exemplary way that he can say to his congregation as Paul 
said to the Corinthians, “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” (1 Cor 11:1). 


Third, evangelism and world missions are essential to what a church does. The church’s task is 
not to sit around and navel gaze. Instead, our job as Christians is to take the gospel both near, 
to our next-door neighbors, and far, to the most distant lands. The pastor ought to carry out 
this task in his daily life by evangelizing those he knows and by supporting world missions. A 
pastor is only one man, though. His reach is limited. The pastor makes the greatest impact for 
world evangelization by encouraging and exhorting the church to fulfill this great work. 

Educational Background: 
Dallas Theological Seminary 

PhD in Theological Studies 
2014–current

Dissertation title: “An Examination of the 
Evangelical Definitions of Sola Scriptura”


Dallas Theological Seminary 
ThM in New Testament, summa cum laude 
2010–2014

Thesis title: “A Critique of David R. Nienhuis’s Not 
by Paul Alone”
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Schedule of Events 
Wednesday, January 9th  
6:30 PM  AWANA 

Thursday, January 10th 
9:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

3:30-5:00 PM Preschool Mom’s Fellowship Time with Kathryn, Chance and Family

	 	 	 (Family Life Center)


6:30-8:00 PM Worship Team Practice  

Friday, January 11th  
6:00 AM	 	 Men’s Bible Study


6:30 PM	 	 Family Pizza Night (Family Life Center) 


Saturday, January 12th  
9:00-11:00 AM	 Men’s and Women’s Fellowship Brunch

	 	 	 (Men in Family Life Center, Women in Coffee/Fellowship Area)


Sunday, January 13th  
8:30 AM	 	 First Service (Chance Preaches)


10:00 AM	 	 Chance and Kathryn will share their testimonies and will answer 	 	 	
	 	 	 questions* (All adult Sunday school classes will meet in the sanctuary) 


11:00 AM Second Service (Chance Preaches) 


12:00 PM Fellowship Potluck in Family Life Center

	 	 	 (Everyone bring a main dish; A-K bring a salad; L-Z bring a dessert)


6:00 PM Youth Group (Chance will provide the devotion)


*To submit a question for Chance, visit www.cbcpierre.org or fill out a question card on the 
table in the foyer.  

For more information: 
• Visit www.cbcpierre.org

• Contact an elder

Chance Sumner, Senior Pastor Candidate

http://www.cbcpierre.org
http://www.cbcpierre.org

